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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To obtain a clear image free from color 
slippage by providing a means for analyzing read test 
pattern image information, deciding the cause of the 
displacement of registration on each image carrier, and 
carrying out a specific registration correction 
processing. 

CONSTITUTION: When the prescribed test patterns 
developed on image carriers 1Y, 1M f 1C f and 1BK by a 
pattern forming means are transferred to a transfer belt 
6a ? an image reading means 10 reads each test pattern 
transferred to the transfer belt 6a. A correcting means 
PCON analyzes the read image information and decides 
the cause of the displacement of registration on each 
image carrier to perform a specific registration 
correction. Thus, since the correcting means corrects 
the position where image writing is started in the moving 
direction of each image carrier, the color slippage 
caused by the phase difference of each image carrier 
based on speed variation can be prevented. 
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